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 It’s a dark, swampy autumn evening, and the ebb of evening fog is making a surreal backdrop for an interview that has found
me, for once, in the company of a native English speaker. I’ve driven up to northern France to have dinner with Christophe
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Debray, the executive director of the Solitude Foundation, who lives in the west of the country and has been teaching English to
foreigners in the Dordogne since the 1990s. As we’re sitting on his terrace, looking out at the misty evening, Debray offers me
an explanation of the event’s allure. “It’s very hard to find a job in France, so young people have to come to France to make a
living,” he says. “They’re coming for the sun, the peace, the weather. But most of them don’t make it and don’t come back. If

you do, you’re very welcome.” The Solitude Foundation works with young people whose lives have been disrupted by the events
of September 11th and who want to leave their former lives in the United States behind. The organisation places them in a new

community with similar people, whose language they learn, and who teach them French and work with them. The life of the
Foundation can be summed up in a brief documentary clip: a young man, an ex-banker, arrives at the train station with an

American passport in hand, and he checks into a hostel. That’s it. Solitude takes on new residents, offers them a new life, and
helps them integrate into the community. The Solitude Foundation. The Solitude Foundation has existed since 2002, Debray
tells me. In that time, it has played a major part in helping hundreds of young men and women go from the United States to

France. Many find work in restaurants, some in vineyards, but others join the Foundation and live in the centre of town, only
some blocks away from Debray himself. “I’m very sad because I think I have the last one,” Debray says when he learns that I

want to hear a little more about the experiences that the residents have. “It’s the last one,” he says again, as if there were a
chance they would show up in the future. 82157476af
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